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MINUTES CF A RB&ULAB MEETING OF TARRANT COUNTY WATER CONTROL 
AND IMFR07EMENT D I S T R I C T NUMBER GHB, HELD ON TUESDAY, JANUARY 
3 1 S T , A . D . 1 9 2 8 , AT 10 O ' C L O C K A . M . 

A t t h i s m e e t i n g P r e s i d e n t W .R . B e n n e t t p r e s i d e d . T h e r e w e r e 

p r e s e n t D i r e c t o r s C . A . H i c k m a n , W . S . C o o k e , and B e w l e y . W . K . S t r i p ­

l i n g , S e c r e t a r y o f t h e * o a r d , was a b s e n t f r o m the C i t y , p r e s i d e n t B e n n e t t 

t h e r e u p o n a p p o i n t e d D i r e c t o r C . A . H i c k m a n t o s e r v e as A c t i n g S e c r e t a r y . 

T h e r e were a l s o p r e s e n t t h e E n g i n e e r s and A t t o r n e y s f o r t h e D i s t r i c t . A t 

t h i s m e e t i n g t h e f o l l o w i n g p r o c e e d i n g s we re had and d o n e , v i z * 

1 s t : The m i n u t e s o f t h e m e e t i n g o f J a n u a r y 2 5 t h we re r e a d . 

They we re a p p r o v e d and o r d e r e d o f r e c o r d . 

2 n d : The reupon p r e s i d e n t B e n n e t t c a l l e d t o the a t t e n t i o n o f 

t h e B o a r d t h e n e c e s s i t y to s e l e c t a d e p o s i t o r y f o r t h e D i s t r i c t , a s i s r e ­

q u i r e d b y l a w . t h e a t t o r n e y s f o r t h e D i s t r i c t t h e r e u p o n p r e s e n t e d f o r m a l 

n o t i c e f o r t h e f i l i n g and o p e n i n g o f s e a l e d b i d s a s i s r e q u i r e d b y t h e p r o ­

v i s i o n s o f - a r t i c l e 2544 o f the R e v i s e d C i v i l S t a t u t e s o f T e x a s . Upon t h e 

r e a d i n g o f s a i d n o t i c e to b i d d e r s , i t was moved by D i r e c t o r H i c k m a n , and 

s econded by D i r e c t o r B e w l e y , t h a t the p r e s i d e n t a n d s e c r e t a r y o f t h e D i s t r i c t 

do be d i r e c t e d to e x e c u t e s a i d n o t i c e i n t h e manner and f o r m p r e s e n t e d : 

F u r t h e r t h a t t h e S e c r e t a r y o f t h e D i s t r i c t do c a u s e s a i d n o t i c e to be p u b ­

l i s h e d once a week f o r a t l e a s t 20 d a y s b e f o r e F e b r u a r y 2 8 t h , 1 9 2 8 , i n some 

news p a p e r p u b l i s h e d i n t h i s D i s t r i c t . F u r t h e r t h a t a c o p y o f s a i d n o t i c e 

a s p r e s e n t e d do be now a t t a c h e d t o t h e m i n u t e s o f t h i s m e e t i n g , marked 

" E x h i b i t A" and made a p a r t o f t h e s e m i n u t e s . F u r t h e r t h a t t h e p u b l i s h e r s ' 
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a f f i d a v i t o f p u b l i c a t i o n v / i t h a c o p y o f s a i d n o t i c e a s p u o l i s h e d a t t a c h e d , 

do be l a t e r a t t a c h e d to t h e m i n u t e s o f t h i s m e e t i n g a s " - x h i b i t B " a n d made 

a p a r t o f t h e s e m i n u t e s . Upon a v o t e b e i n g t a k e n s a i d m o t i o n was u n a n i m o u s l y 

c a r r i e d , a n d i t i s so o r d e r e d . 

3 r d : p r e s i d e n t B e n n e t t t h e r e u p o n a s k e d f o r a r e p o r t f r o m 

D i r e c t o r H i c k m a n c o n c e r n i n g l a n d m a t t e r s o r t h e p r e s e n t s t a t u s o f t h e l a n d 

w o r k . The reupon D i r e c t o r H i c k m a n s t a t e d t h a t t h e e f f o r t t o a c q u i r e l a n d 

was no t m a k i n g t h e p r o g r e s s d e s i r e d : That he d i d n o t t h i n k p r o g r e s s c o u l a 

be made u n t i l some o f the 1 arge i n d i v i d u a l owners h a d b e e n c o n t r a c t e d w i t h 

a t o r i c e s s a t i s f a c t o r y to the B o a r d , and b e l i e v e d t o be a f a i r v a l u e o f t h e i r 

l a n d ; t h a t t h e s m a l l e r owners were d i s i n c l i n e d to e n t e r i n t o c o n t r a c t u n t i l 

t h e l a r g e r ov/ners had s i g n e d , and t h e r e b y e s t a b l i s h e d a b a s i s ; t h a t w h i l e 

he f e l t M r . H i g h t o w e r had dene good v /ork to ove rcome the s i t u a t i o n , a n d 

w h i l e he h a d no c r i t i c i s m to make o f h i s w o r k , he b e l i e v e d t h a t no agen t 

w o u l d be a b l e to ove rcome t h e p r e s e n t f r o z e n c o n d i t i o n ; t h a t he b e l i e v e d 

i t n e c e s s a r y a t t h i s t i m e f o r some, o r a l l , members o f t h e B o a r d to make 

t h e c o n t a c t s w i t h t h e l a r g e r owners and seek to come to a c t u a l c o n t r a c t . 

He f u r t h e r s t a t e d t h a t i t was i m p o s s i b l e t o f i x a t i m e a t w h i c h t h i s s i t u ­

a t i o n m i g h t be ove rcome and t h a t h e , f a r t h a t r e a s o n , b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e 

expense i n c i d e n t to t h e employment o f M r . H i g h t o w e r o r any o t h e r l a n d agen t 

was p r o b a b l y n o t a n e c e s s a r y e x p e n s e ; t h a t h e b e l i e v e d t h a t M r . H i g h t o w e r 

h o w e v e r , c o u l d p r o f i t a b l y emoloy h i s t i m e be tween now and F e b r u a r y 2 9 t h , 1928 

i n f o r m u l a t i n g a r e p o r t c o n c e r n i n g a l l d e t a i l s o f h i s w o r k , and to g i v e h i s 
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e s t i m a t e o f the p r o b a b l e c o s t o f e a c h s p e c i f i c p i e c e o f l a n d a s t o w h i c h 

t i t l e o r easement was d e s i r e d , '^hereupon P r e s i d e n t B e n n e t t a sked D i r e c t o r 

H i c k m a n i f he d e s i r e d to p u t h i s c o n c l u s i o n s i n a f o r m o f a d e f i n i t e m o t i o n . 

The reupon D i r e c t o r H ickman d i d m ve t h a t M r , H i g h t o w e r ' s s e r v i c e s a s l a n d 

agen t do be d i s c o n t i n u e d as o f F e b r u a r y 2 9 t h , 1928 j f u r t h e r t h a t he do be 

r e q u e s t e d t c r e n d e r t h e r e p o r t s u g g e s t e d i n t h e f o r e g o i n g s t a t e m e n t o f 

c o n c l u s i o n s on o r b e f o r e F e b r u a r y 2 9 t h , 1 9 2 8 s F u r t h e r t h a t M r . H i g h t o w e r 

be p r o m p t l y a d v i s e d o f t h i s a c t i o n on t h e p a r t o f t h e B o a r d . T h i s m o t i o n 

was s e c o n d e d b y D i r e c t o r B e w l e y . A f t e r f u l l d i s c u s s i o n a v o t e was t a k e n 

and t h e m o t i o n was u n a n i m o u s l y c a r r i e d : I t i s so o r d e r e d . 

4 t h : Thereupon D i r e c t o r B e w l e y s u g g e s t e d t h a t t h e l a n d 

m a t t e r s c r e a t e d a b u r d e n a n d t h a t he had t h o u g h t i t p e r h a p s w e l l t o a p p o i n t 

one o r more members o f the B o a r d to s e r v e w i t h D i r e c t o r H i c k m a n a s a l a n d 

c o m m i t t e e so t h a t there migh t be q u i c k a c t i o n a s and when f a v o r a b l e c o n t r a c t s 

c o u l d be p r o c u r e d . A t t h i s p o i n t P r e s i d e n t B e n n e t t s t a t e d t h a t he had b e e n 

g i v i n g a good d e a l o f t h o u g h t to s t a n d i n g c o m r r l t t e e s a n d t h a t he came t o 

t h i s m e e t i n g p r e p a r e d to s u b m i t f o r d i s c u s s i o n t h e a p p o i n t m e n t o f f o u r 

s t a n d i n g c o m m i t t e e s a s f o l l o w s : 

and 
(a) C o m m i t t e e on e n g i n e e r i n g / c o t t t r a c t s ; 
(b) C o m m i t t e e on o r g a n i z a t i o n , o f f i c e s y s t e m and t h e 

k e e p i n g o f r e c o r d s ; 
( c ) C o m m i t t e e on l a n d m a t t e r s ; 
(d) Commi t t ee on l e g a l m a t t e r s . 

He s t a t e d t h a t he b e l i e v e d s u c h o r g a n i z a t i o n w o u l d p e r m i t 

f a c i l i t a t e 

more e f f e c t u a l w o r k and m o r e p r o g r e s s t h r o u g h m a k i n g i t p o s s i b l e to 

have c o n c r e t e r ecommenda t ion come to the B o a r d i n a l l m a t t e r s . 



Thereupon D i r e c t o r l / . a . Cooke moved t h a t t h e P r e s i d e n t do 

a p p o i n t f o u r s t a n d i n g c o m m i t t e e s t o be d e s i g n a t e d as above s p e c i f i e d , e a c h 

c o m m i t t e e to be composed o f s u c h number o f D i r e c t o r s as t h e P r e s i d e n t 

m i g h t deem n e c e s s a r y . T h i s m o t i o n was s econded b y D i r e c t o r H i c k m a n . Upon 

a v o t e b e i n g t a k e n t h e m o t i o n was u n a n i m o u s l y c a r r i e d . The P r e s i d e n t 

t h e r e u p o n announced t h a t he w o u l d r e s e r v e the a c t u a l a p p o i n t m e n t o f t h e s e 

c o m m i t t e e s u n t i l t h e n e x t m e e t i n g o f t h e B o a r u : 

5 t h • The reupon P r e s i d e n t B e n n e t t p r e s e n t e d t h e m a t t e r o f 

numerous a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r p o s i t i o n s v / i t h t h e B o a r d . He s t a t e d ohat he 

b e l i e v e d t h e r e s h o u l d be some s e t p o l i c y i n h a n d l i n g t h e s e m a t t e r s , and 

he f u r t h e r b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e B o a r d s h o u l d l e t i t be known t h a t t h i s p o l i c y 

v/as t h a t t h e B o a r d w o u l d p r e s e r v e f i l e s f o r a p p l i c a t i o n s , i n c e r t a i n e x ­

c e p t i o n a l c a s e s s o l i c i t a p p l i c a t i o n s , b u t v / o u l d i n a l l c a s e s p u b l i c l y c o n ­

s i d e r the f i t n e s s o f a l l p e r s o n s a s and when o c c a s i o n f o r s e r v i c e a r o s e . 

A f t e r g e n e r a l d i s c u s s i o n t h e B o a r d d i d i n f o r m a l l y adop t t h i s p o l i c y . 

6 t h ' P r e s i d e n t B e n n e t t t h e r e u p o n r e q u e s t e d t h e e n g i n e e r s and 

a t t o r n e y s to p r e s e n t any m a t t e r w h i c h t h e y m i g h t deem p r o p e r a t t h i s t i m e . 

T h e r e u p o n E n g i n e e r J o h n B . Hawley r e p o r t e d t h a t h e , i n 

A u s t i n y e s t e r d a y , by i n f o r m a l c o n f e r e n c e w i t h J o h n A . N o r r i s , C h a i r m a n o f 

t h e 3 o a r d o f W a t e r E n g i n e e r s , and C h a r l e s C l a r k , a member o f t h e B o a r d , d i d 

h a v e a s s u r a n c e f r o m them t h a t t h e a p p l i c a t i o n f o r a p e r m i t to s t o r e and u s e 

v /a te r by t h i s D i s t r i c t , m i g h t p r o p e r l y be f i l e d as one a p p l i c a t i o n i n v o l v i n g 

the s t o r a g e o f w a t e r i n two l o c a t i o n s . He a l s o e x p l a i n e d t h a t i t had b e e n 



t-

t h e p o l i c y o f t h e B o a r d o f V /a t e r E n g i n e e r s to t r e a t each l o c a t i o n f o r a dam 

as a s e p a r a t e and i n d e p e n d e n t a p p l i c a t i o n . He f u r t h e r e x p l a i n e d t h a t t h e 

agreement to t r e a t o u r p r o j e c t as i n v o l v i n g one a p p l i c a t i o n w o u l d s ave t h e 

D i s t r i c t $ 1 5 0 0 . 0 0 i n f i l i n g f e e s ; t h a t w h i l e t h i s was m a t e r i a l , i t v/as v e r y 

i n s i g n i f i c a n t when compared w i t h o t h e r e f f e c t s , w h i c h a r e 

(a) The b e g i n n i n g o f c o n s t r u c t i o n o n e i t h e r dam w o u l d h o l d 

the r i g h t s , p r o v i d e d t h e r e was t h e r e a f t e r r e a s o n a b l e d i l i g e n c e i n c o m p l e t i n g 

t h e p r o j e c t a s a w h o l e , t h u s a v o i d i n g h a v i n g t h e t i m e l i m i t s on t h e b e g i n n i n g 

o f c o n s t r u c t i o n r u n c o n c u r r e n t l y f o r b o t h r e s e r v o i r s : 

(b ) I f t h e u p p e r r e s e r v o i r i s once c a r r i e d to c o m p l e t i o n 

b e f o r e t h e r e i s any n e c e s s i t y t o b e g i n c o n s t r u c t i o n on t h e l ov /e r r e s e r v o i r , 

t h e f l o o d p r o t e c t i o n f r o m t h e u p p e r dam w o u l d e n a b l e t h e D i s t r i c t t o p r o c u r e 

m a t e r i a l l y l o w e r e d b i d s on e a r t h w o r k i n t h e l o w e r r e s e r v o i r . He s t a t e d t h a t 

t h i s e a r t h w o r k w o u l d be a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 c u b i c y a r d s a n d t h a t t h e 

b i d s u n d e r t h e p r o t e c t e d c o n d i t i o n w o u l d p r o b a b l y be lOc* p e r c u b i c y a r d 

l o w e r t h a n v /ou ld t h e c a s e i f t h e p r o t e c t i o n d i d n o t e x i s t . 

7 t h ; ' ^ e a t t o r n e y s f o r the D i s t r i c t t h e r e u p o n s t a t e d t h a t 

i-hey, f o r a v/eek p a s t , had been c o n c e n t r a t e d u p o n an e f f o r t to d i s p o s e o f 

f o u r p e n d i n g s u i t s a g a i n s t t h e D i s t r i c t ; t h a t t h e y now b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e y 

w o u l d be a b l e to c l e a r the d o c k e t s o f a l l p e n d i n g l i t i g a t i o n s w i t h i n t h e 

n e x t week o r t e n d a y s . T h i s , t h e y s t a t e d , w o u l d be i m p o r t a n t , d u e t o t h e 

n e c e s s i t y t o p r o c u r e a c e r t i f i c a t e o f no p e n d i n g l i t i g a t i o n b e f o r e c o m p i l i n g 
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a bond r e c o r d . 

There b e i n g no f u r t h e r b u s i n e s s p r e s e n t e d t o t h e B o a r d , 

the P r e s i d e n t d e c l a r e d t h e B o a r a a d j o u r n e d to meet on M o n d a y , F e b r u a r y 6 t h , 

1 9 2 8 , a t w h i c h t i m e the F i r s t R e g u l a r Q u a r t e r l y m e e t i n g p r e s c r i b e d b y t h e 

s t a t u t e s w o u l d be h e l d . 

^^Cx^rvvcy S e c r e t a r y . 

APPROVED: 

» p r e s i d e n t . 
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" E X H I B I T A " 

NOTICE FOR BIDS FOR DEPOSITORY 

BY 

TARRSNT COJNTY WATER CONTROL AND IMPRO V~MENT DISTRICT NUMBER ONE 

KNOW A L L MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: 

That the B o a r d o f D i r e c t o r s o f T a r r a n t C o u n t y W a t e r C o n t r o l 

a n a Improvement D i s t r i c t Number One, i n c o n f o r m i t y t o the p r o v i s i o n s o f 

S e c t i o n s 113 a n d 114 o f C h a o t e r 25 o f the A c t s o f t h e 3 9 t h L e g i s l a t u r e o f 

T e x a s , and t h e f u r t h e r p r o v i s i o n s o f t h e R e v i s e d C i v i l S t a t u t e s o f T e x a s , 

T i t l e 4 7 , C h a p t e r Two, w i l l r e c e i v e s e a l e d b i d s on w h i c h to ba se i t s 

s e l e c t i o n o f a D i s t r i c t D e p o s i t o r y , a t i t s o f f i c e a t 418 Capps B u i l d i n g , 

F o r t W o r t h , T e x a s , a t any t i m e p r i o r t o T u e s d a y , F e b r u a r y 2 8 t h , 1 9 2 8 , 

a t 10 o ' c l o c k A . M . Any b a n k i n g c o r p o r a t i o n , a s s o c i a t i o n o r i n d i v i d u a l 

b a n k e r i n T a r r a n t C o u n t y , T e x a s , may b i d . E a c h b i d must be a c c o m p a n i e d 

by a c e r t i f i e d c h e c k f o r n o t l e s s t h a n $ 1 6 2 5 . 0 0 , as a g u a r a n t y o f good 

f a i t h . I f t h e h J g h e s t b i d d e r f a i l s o r r e f u s e s to g i v e bond as r e q u i r e d 

b y s a i d C h a p t e r Two, t h e amount o f s u c h c e r t i f i e d c h e c k s h a l l go to t h i s 

D i s t r i c t a s l i q u i d a t e d damages . The s u c c e s s f u l b i a d e r must be p r e p a r e d to 

e x e c u t e a good and s u f f i c i e n t bond p a y a b l e t o t h i s D i s t r i c t a n d d e l i v e r 

same w i t h i n f i v e d a y s a f t e r the s e l e c t i o n o f a D e p o s i t o r y . S u c h bond must 

be i n a sum n o t l e s s t h a n $ 3 5 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 , t h e e s t i m a t e d t a x income o f t h i s 

D i s t r i c t f o r the c u r r e n t y e a r , and s u c h b i d d e r must be f u r t h e r p r e p a r e d 

t o g i v e , i f r e q u i r e d , o t h e r a n d a d d i t i o n a l bond t o c o v e r any f u n d s o r 

( i ) 
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c 
m o n i e s w h i c h may a c c r u e to t h e D i s t r i c t f r o m t h e s a l e of bonds or o t h e r ­

w i s e , a s p r o v i d e d by A r t i c l e 2548 o f the R e v i s e d C i v i l S t a t u t e s of T e x a s . 

The b i a d e r must be p r e p a r e d to c o m p l y w i t h a l l r e q u i r e m e n t s of s a i d 

C h a p t e r 2 5 , and s a i d T i t l e 4 7 , C h a p t e r * V o , and e s p e c i a l l y A r t i c l e s 2 5 4 7 , 

2548 a n d 2551 of s a i d C h a p t e r Two. 

The r a t e of i n t e r e s t t o be b i d s h a l l be computed on d a i l y 

b a l a n c e s t o t h e c r e d i t of t h i s D i s t r i c t w i t h t h e s e l e c t e d D e p o s i t o r y , ana 

the i n t e r e s t a c c r u i n g s h a l l be p a i d m o n t h l y to t h i s D i s t r i c t f o r t h e b e n e ­

f i t of such f u n d as i t s 3 o a r d of D i r e c t o r s may d i r e c t . The D i r e c t o r s 

may r e j e c t any a n d a l l b i d s . 

The s e a l e d b i d s i n v i t e d h e r e b y , w i l l be p u b l i c l y opened 

by t h e D i r e c t o r s of t h i s D i s t r i c t , a t i t s o f f i c e , a t 10 o ' c l o c k A.I . I , on 

F e b r u a r y 2 8 t h , A . D . 1 9 2 8 . The award w i l l b e b a s e d on t h e h i g h e s t and 

b e s t b i d . The c e r t i f i e d c h e c k s a c c o m p a n y i n g t h e b i d s of t h o s e whose b i d s 

a r e r e j e c t e d v / i l l be i m m e d i a t e l y r e t u r n e d to s u c h b i d d e r s . 

WITNESS THE EXECUTION HEREOF, t h i s J a n u a r y 3 1 f t , A . D . 1 9 2 8 . 

TARRANT COUNTY V/ATER CONTROL AND IMPR0V3MENT DISTRICT NUMBER ONE, 

As ? » o o i a ont .XOc \*\ cv eYa.x j 
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